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MAILBOX 

CROSS-REFERENCE TO RELATED APPLICATIONS 
[0001] The present invention claims priority to US Provisional Application Serial 

No. 60/454,072 entitled "Mailbox Inspection Device" and filed 12 March 2003. 

TECHNICAL FIELD 

[0002] The present invention generally relates to mailboxes. More specifically, 
the present invention relates to a mailbox with a door that substantially allows viewing 
of the cavity in the closed position. 

BACKGROUND 

[0003] Current mailboxes provide either the benefit of substantial visual access to 
the interior chamber of the mailbox, or the benefit of extensive privacy for the contents 
of the chamber, but not both. Mailbox users may be exposed to dangerous contents 
within the mailbox chamber, such as explosive devices triggered to detonate when the 
mailbox door is opened. Therefore, it is advantageous for a mailbox to allow a visual 
inspection of the contents of a mailbox chamber without opening the mailbox door. 
Additionally, mailboxes are often visually and physically accessible to the general public, 
rendering the contents of the mailbox susceptible to theft and/or public scrutiny. As a 
result, it is also advantageous to provide privacy for the contents of the mailbox 
chamber by limiting visual access to mailbox chamber. A conflict exists between the 
advantages of providing visual inspection of the internal chamber for mailbox users 
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such as mailbox owners and postal carriers, and the disadvantages of providing visual 
access to non-users such as members of the general public. 

[0004] Thus, there is a need for a mailbox that includes a primary section that 
substantially prevents light from entering into the cavity, yet includes another portion 
that substantially allows viewing of the cavity in the closed position. The present 
invention provides such an invention. 

BRIEF DESCRITION OF THE DRAWINGS 
[0005] i FIGURE l is a perspective view of the first preferred embodiment of the 
invention. 

[0006] FIGURE 2 is a side view of the second preferred embodiment of the 
invention. 

DETAILED DESCRIPTION OF THE PREFERRED EMBODIMENTS 
[0007] The following description of two preferred embodiments of the invention 
is not intended to limit the invention to these preferred embodiments, but rather to 
enable any person skilled in the art to make and use this invention. 
[0008] As shown in Figure i, the first preferred embodiment of the present 
invention is a mailbox 10 including a body n with a primary section 12 and a translucent 
secondary section 14, and a first door 15. Preferably, the primary section 12 is composed 
of a substantially opaque material such as plastic or metal, while the translucent 
secondary section 14 is composed of a substantially translucent material, such as 
frosted, shaded or pebbled glass, Plexiglas, or plastic. The primary section 12 and the 
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translucent secondary section 14 are preferably integrally formed, but may alternatively 
be separately formed and later joined. The first door 15 preferably includes at least one 
transparent section 16 composed of a substantially transparent material, such as glass, 
Plexiglas, or plastic. The transparent section 16 allows visual inspection of the contents 
18 of the mailbox 10, and the translucent secondary section 14 permits light to enter the 
internal chamber 20 of the mailbox 10. Preferably, the translucent secondary section 14 
diffuses the light such that the contents 18 of the mailbox 10 cannot actually be viewed 
through the translucent secondary section 14, while improving the view through the 
transparent section 16. The secondary translucent section 14 may be located anywhere 
on the mailbox, such as the sides, the top, the bottom, or a combination of these 
locations and may be shaped in any suitable fashion, such as small circles, long 
rectangles, or any other appropriate shape. The combination of at least one transparent 
section 16 and at least one translucent secondary section 14 improves the visibility of the 
internal chamber 20 while maintaining the privacy of the contents 18 of the mailbox 10. 
[0009] The transparent section 16 of the first door 15 is preferably located such 
that the mailbox owner can easily see the contents 18 of the mailbox 10, and such that 
the general public will not easily view the contents 18 of the mailbox 10. For example, if 
the mailbox 10 is located between a mailbox owner's house and the road, the mailbox 
owner walking from his or her house towards the mailbox 10 will easily see the contents 
18 if the transparent section 16 is located on the first door 15. Likewise, car passengers 
and pedestrians walking along the road are less likely to view the contents 18 of the 
mailbox 10 if the transparent section 16 is located on the first door 15. The transparent 
section 16 may alternatively be located on any other suitable portion of the mailbox. 
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Additionally, the first door 15 may be composed entirely a transparent material so as to 
provide the transparent section 16. 

[0010] In a variation of the first preferred embodiment, the mailbox 10 includes a 
body 11 with a primary section 12 and a secondary transparent section 14, and a first 
door 15 including a transparent section 16. Both the secondary transparent section 14 
and the transparent section 16 are preferably composed of material that is substantially 
transparent, such as glass, Plexiglas, or plastic. In this variation of the preferred 
embodiment of the mailbox 10, the primary section 12 is made of an opaque material in 
order to provide privacy for the contents 18 of the mailbox 10. The transparent section 
16 is preferably located such that the mailbox owner can easily see the contents 18 of the 
mailbox 10, and such that the general public will not easily view the contents 18 of the 
mailbox 10. The transparent secondary section 14 is preferably located so as to 
maximize the amount of light that enters the mailbox 10 (either from the sun or from a 
flashlight), minimize the visibility of the contents 18 of the mailbox 10 from the general 
public, and increase the visibility of the contents 18 to the owner. In all other respects, 
the mailbox of the first variation of the first preferred embodiment is substantially 
similar to the mailbox of the first preferred embodiment. 

[0011] As shown in Figure 2, the second preferred embodiment of the present 
invention is a mailbox 10 that further includes a privacy device 24, such as a privacy 
door 26, which permits a mailbox user to open and view the contents of the mailbox 10 
without actually opening the mailbox 10. The privacy door 26 is preferably comprised of 
an opaque or a translucent material, and it is preferably located such that it substantially 
covers a transparent section of the mailbox, such as the first door 15. The privacy door 
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26 will therefore limit the visibility of the contents of the mailbox 10 when the privacy 
door 26 is closed (shown in the closed position in Figure 2), and the mailbox contents 
will be visible through the transparent section when the privacy door 26 is open. In one 
variation of the second preferred embodiment, the first door 15 is exposed when the 
privacy door 26 is open, but when the privacy door 26 is closed then the first door 15 is 
substantially covered. The privacy door 26 may be connected to the mailbox 10 via a 
hinge mechanism 28 with a first latch 30 and a second latch 32, or by other means such 
as a sliding door, a pivoting panel, or a device similar to window blinds or shades. In all 
other respects, the mailbox of the second preferred embodiment is substantially similar 
to the mailbox of the first preferred embodiment. 

[0012] In another variation of the preferred embodiments, the mailbox 10 
includes a second door 34. A mail carrier typically deposits the mail into the mailbox 
through the second door 34, and the mailbox owner typically retrieves the mail through 
the first door 15. The second door 34 preferably includes a handle or a latch 
mechanism, and the first door 15 is preferably located on the side of the mailbox that 
faces away from the road so the mailbox owner can keep a safe distance from the road. 
The second door preferably prevents viewing of the cavity in the closed position and, 
thus, is preferably made of an opaque or translucent plastic material. The second door 
may, however, allow viewing of the cavity in the closed position and, for this reason, 
may be made of a transparent plastic material. 

[0013] The present invention may be marketed as a "replacement kit" for a 
mailbox, such as replacement door(s) that act as mailbox inspection devices. The 
purchaser can connect the new mailbox door(s) with the already-owned mailbox. The 

Page 5 of 11 



MONE-Poi 

replacement kit may also include other sufficient means of adapting an already-owned 
mailbox to include a mailbox inspection device, such as a mechanism to remove an 
opaque section of a mailbox and insert a transparent section. 

[0014] As a person skilled in the art will recognize from the previous detailed 
description and from the figures and claims, modifications and changes can be made to 
the preferred embodiments of the invention without departing from the scope of this 
invention defined in the following claims. 
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